Serological survey on dengue virus infection in Singapore.
A serological study on dengue infection conducted in Singapore during the period 1982 to 1984 showed that 54.4% of the healthy population between 6 months and over 50 years of age surveyed possessed no haemagglutination-inhibition antibody to dengue type 2 virus. Children below 10 years of age showed the lowest antibody prevalence and were at the greatest risk, with 96.6% susceptible to infection, whereas virtually all adults over 40 showed evidence of prior dengue infection. The geometric mean titre showed a rising trend indicating continuing acquisition of infection in the older age groups. The seropositivity rate of dengue infection of males was twice that of females. Among the 3 major ethnic groups, no significant difference in seropositivity was noted between the Malays and Indians, but the differences between Malays and Chinese and between Indians and Chinese were statistically significant. The study confirmed that the successful implementation of the nation-wide Aedes control programme is reducing endemic dengue virus transmission in the country.